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Couses of Druse Disconbent

Fast and present Syrian govermsents under Prasident Quwwatli havs falled
o meet Druze demands for Aarge appropriations for rvads, schools, water,
elsctric poser, and for ab least one cabinet post. Amir 'Adil Arslen,
the present, Minlster of Education, is Lebansse, & Druze only in name,
being officially a Sunni Moslem, and he in no senss represents the
Interests of the Jebsl,

n Procant Resentmant

2. In the eabinet crisis vhich resulted in tha formation of the present
25X1X6 NN povernment vuder Jamil. Mardan Bay, Prasident Quuewatli and his advismes
anes more Lpnoved Druve demands, snd #alled to mesh violent Iruze objections
o the lsgislative decrecs which brought aboud the fall of the Jabrd
goverment.  Thess objections wers formulated by Suliem Pasha Atrash,
Drnge lender of the Syrian vevelt of 19261926, and deadly psreunal, enemy
of President (Quwsstli.

g- Al the ruses are wnibed behind Sultan Pasmha, raga.rdleés of British and -
25X1X6 - Treng~dordanian subsidies, or those of the Syrian government.

Sultsn Pasha’s Plan of Action

“ultan Pasha has declared %o the Majlis of the Atrash family that, shouid
ruze densnds not be effectively net by the new goveriment within the

Naxl, few weeks, he will order all Druzes to withdraw from the service of the
syrian Qovermwnt, clvil serviee, srmy or seourity forces. Those stationed
oubside the Jebel will be ordered to retuwn there. The Druzes, thus

20t off from Syria; would vele themssives and place their aliegianca

where they saw £it. In source’s opinion, Sultan Pasha's orders would be
eheyed,and the Druzes sro knomn %o be woll avmed.
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Gondarmerie Forces

' The Syrian Gendarmeris has at vresent 5 officers and 200 wan
in the Jebel Druze, of whom 150 are mounteds They have no
motorized equipnent and are armed with British rifles and
subemachine guns, on the average of one avtomatic wespon
“w each 20 men, A3l hub e few of the gendarmerie ars Druzes.
They ars commanded by the Anir Zayd Atrash, brother of Sulten
Pasha Atresh and brother-ine-law of Amir Hasan Abtrash, Governor
(Muhafiz) of the Jebel. Non-Druze gendarmerie officers fron
other parts of Syria reiuse to serve ln the Jebel. During
the past swmer, gendarserie headauarters for the first time
indroduced six or seven non-Druse ¥.C.0.'s: they ara
isclated and ineffecbive.

Agmy Forees

L The Syrian Army has between 200 and 300 cavalry in the dJebel.
- 211 ewe Druzes, the remnant of the former Frencheovrgenized
Uruze Leglon.

Druze Forees

T- The Druges keep hidden 211 the stores of arms and ammunition
- seiged by them from the French in May 1945. These consist of
rifles, revolvers, sub-machine guns, machine muns, mortars and
grenades, with ample ammnition for all, and are estimated by
source to provide arms for 3500-L000 men,
25X1X6 Comment: Syrien Government forces stabtioned
in the Jebel Druze are totally inadequate, and eould
take no effective action in the event of 2 Druzs uprising.

8., It has been reported,as of 19 November 1946, that Sulten Pasha
-Atrash was in touch with Druze leaders in Lebanon, in order
w0 £ind out if the Lebanese Druzes would support him in case of
a shovdown with the Syridn Govermment. He is said to have.
received a favorable reply, and it is understocd that 200
Draze young men will go %o Jebel Druze to be ready o abttack
Dawascos if the signal is glven.
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